
Ed
u
ca
ti
o
n

o
f

B
A

LL
A

R
A

T

 C
A

TH
O

LI
C

D
IO

C
ES

E

Ed
u
catio

n

o
f

B
A

LLA
R

A
T

 C
A

TH
O

LIC
D

IO
C

ESE
F-12 LANGUAGES STRATEGY FOR VICTORIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

2017 - 2019

!Sp ea k Up

Diocese of Ballarat



Licenced for Neals

© 2017 Catholic Education Office Ballarat



The past three years have seen an increasing interest in and 
commitment to the provision of quality Languages learning in our 
schools as a result of the Finding Your Voice F-12 Strategy for Victorian 
Catholic schools. 

This year sees the launch of the 2017-2019 Languages Strategy
                  which out l ines  four  Systemic  Dr ivers :

Entitlement, Quality Teaching, the Value of Languages and 
Partnerships to guide our work in this area for the next three years.

Languages education affirms and enhances the language backgrounds which many children 
already bring to the classroom context as well as providing all children with the knowledge 
and skills to participate fully in our global community. Learning additional languages also 
provides children with essential transferable skills in literacy and creative and critical thinking 
as well as strengthening cognitive development. 

The opportunities provided for teachers and schools in the Ballarat Diocese reflect local needs 
and interests with a focus on developing collaborative and reflective practitioners whose clear 
focus is on improving learning outcomes for the children in our schools.  

The Catholic Education Office, Ballarat is strongly committed to providing children with a 
quality Languages program as part of achieving our Diocesan Education Vision of “fullness of 
life for all”. 

The Art of Languages in the Diocese of Ballarat

!Sp ea k U p

Ms Audrey Brown
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Our Focus...

Catholic Education in the Diocese of Ballarat is committed to ensuring quality learning that 
promotes excellence and fosters authentic human development. 

Languages learning is informed by the rationale of the Victorian Curriculum for Languages 
which sees that learning a language:

 » contributes to the strengthening of the community’s social, economic and international 
development capabilities;

 » extends literacy repertoires and the capacity to communicate; 

 » strengthens understanding of the nature of language, of culture, and of the processes of 
communication;

 » develops intercultural capability, including understanding of and respect for diversity and 
difference, and an openness to different experiences and perspectives;

 » develops understanding of how culture shapes and extends learners’ understanding of 
themselves, their own heritage, values, beliefs, culture and identity; and 

 » strengthens intellectual, analytical and reflective capabilities, and enhances creative and 
critical thinking.



CECV Key Systemic Drivers for Languages...

Under the umbrella of these Systemic Drivers, all Dioceses within the CECV aim to achieve the 
following targets: 
In Victorian Catholic schools by the end of 2019

Entitlement 
All students F - 9 will engage in a quality Languages program and it is desirable that all students 
from Year 10 onwards have access to a quality Languages program.

Quality Learning and Teaching
All schools will deliver a program that is aligned to the Victorian Curriculum.
All schools will have an increased understanding of expected student outcomes in Languages 
learning.
80% of Languages teachers will have engaged in one or more of the strategy initiatives. 
80% of schools participating in strategy actions and initiatives will report a positive increase 
in student learning outcomes.

Value of Languages
80% of school participating in strategy actions and initiatives will report a positive increase in 
the status and value of Languages learning for students, staff and families.

Partnerships
A significant number of schools will engage with a Partnership program opportunity targeting 
improvement in Languages learning. 



Victorian Curriculum  
Languages are grouped into six categories and incorporate the language-specific curricula 
developed by ACARA. In addition, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(VCAA) has developed a curriculum for Roman and Non-Roman alphabet languages which 
will allow any world language to be offered by a Victorian school. 
All Victorian government and Catholic schools will implement and report against the 
standards for Languages using the Victorian Curriculum in 2017.

Legislative Requirements 
All Victorian schools are required by the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, and as a 
condition of their registration with the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority 
(VRQA), to offer a curriculum which substantially addresses eight learning areas including 
Languages. 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/curriculum/Pages/languagerequirement.
aspx
The Victorian Quality Languages Program recommends a minimum time of 150 minutes 
per week for Languages study.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/curriculum/Pages/languagequality.
aspx

Victorian Context...
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